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What to Expect The First Week

The first few sessions your child will have at The Children’s Center for Autism (CCA) will consist of three areas: Pairing, gaining Instructional Control, as well as observing your child in their new natural environment. Additionally, we are striving to ensure that all assessments received prior to and performed at CCA are accurate. The amount of time needed in these areas differs from child to child, but utilizing these first sessions of Paring, gaining Instructional Control, and observation allows us to ensure we have a great start to our relationship and have developed a positive rapport with your child. Below you will find our definitions for Pairing and Instructional Control.

Pairing

“Pairing” is associating yourself with the delivery of reinforcing items and events. A reinforcer is an object or activity that increases behavior. Through pairing you establish yourself as a reinforcer (i.e. become a conditioned reinforcer). This is important because it helps create motivation for the student and makes him/her want to interact with the instructor. It is difficult to teach a child who is running away from you!

Instructional Control

Before learning can begin, the student must be a willing and active participant. Instructional control refers to building a relationship with the student by creating a positive history. To do this, the instructor must provide sufficient reinforcement and prompting to keep the student successful and before most new skills should be introduced (manding/requesting is an exception).

What to Expect the First Six Weeks

During the first few weeks at CCA, we will be learning more about your child, while helping them adjust to their new environment. Below you will find a list of events that will be occurring within the first six weeks.

· Adjustment Period: In the beginning, your child’s daily transition to the CCA may be difficult and even cumbersome for your family, but it is our hope that we can provide a nurturing and enriching environment that your child will grow to enjoy Please don’t hesitate to come to any of us if you have questions or concerns throughout the adjustment time.
· Weekly Team Meetings: Your child’s weekly progress will be discussed among the staff and new Daily Lesson Plans will be given each week.
· Monthly Progress Meeting: In-depth updates are shared with families at their monthly meetings with your parent liaison.
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